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Early Saturday morning was like any. other Saturday.
Jennifer was making homemade pancakes for her daughter,
Ava, and herself. Ava was only five and she loved to he p
her Mommy do everything ... with the exception of de ning
her room. Ava asked, "Mommy, can I make you a panc ke?"
Jennifer started to laugh to herself, then said, "Sure, why
not"
Jennifer held the hot pan so that Ava wouldn't get burned.
Then Ava started to pour out the hot batter saying,
"Mommy, my pancakes is better than yours, isn't it
Mommy?"
Jennifer looked at the batter dripping down Ava's arm land
said, "They sure are."

Once Ava was done eating her pancakes, her mother s Id,
"Sweetheart, do you know where we're going tomorr
Ava looked up at her mother and said, "Yep, I sure do. you
said we're going to see my Pappy, isn't that right, Mornimy?"
Her mother looked into Ava's beautiful eyes and told ler,
"That's right, sweetheart Tomorrow will be the first ti e
since you were born that you'll finally get to meet you
Pappy. And you'll be able to visit him all afternoon. Th n, if
you want, we can visit him every two weeks."

Jennifer knew it was going to be a special day for Ava. Since
Jennifer worked at the local Correctional Facility, she knew
what they would encounter before they were permitted to
go inside. There would be long lines of family members
waiting patiently to see their loved ones. Jennifer explained
this to Ava. But Ava still very much wanted to meet her
Pappy.

The following morning, Ava went running into the kititen,
yelling to her mother; "Mommy, Mommy, today's the y. I
get to visit my Pappy, right Mommy.
Jennifer replied, "That's right sweetheart. So right aftefr you
eat your breakfast, you can put your new outfit on.
Ava was very excited, yelling, "I'm going to see my Pam!"

Jennifer told Ava, "Let's get the house straightened up So we
can go. But on the way to see your Pappy, we'll stop for
some lunch. Its a pretty long drive before we get to SC
Graterford. So make sure you take along your crayons and
paper and one of your favorite dolls."
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As they were driving towards the prison, Jennifer wa
worrying about her old car, wondering if they would 4iake
it there on time. Earlier in the week, the car had madel some
unusual noises under the hood. She hoped it would la $t one
more week, when she would be picking up her new c . Ava
looked up at her mother and said, "What's wrong,
Mommy?"
Jennifer answered, "I'm just hoping our car doesn't brOak
down before you get to see Pappr
Ava replied, "If Daddy was here, he'd know how to fix I:?'
Her mother reassured her by saying, "If we break do
we'll call Daddy at work to come get us."

As they drove, Ava said to her mother, "How do we get to
see Pappy? Will they bring Pappy outside .to see us?
"No," her mother replied, "We'll go inside the prison to see
your Pappy. They have a visiting room, like you have at
your school."
Ava then asked, "Me you sure they'll let us back out again?"
Her mother told her, "Of course they will. They have no
reason to keep us. We haven't done anything wrong,
sweetheart."

As they drove into the parking lot of SCI Graterford, A a's
eyes lit up with excitement "Mommy, is this where P ppy
lives?"
"Yes," her mother replied, "it is; sweetheart."
Ava exclaimed, "My Pappy lives in the Big House!"
Once they were both out of the car, Jennifer took Ava iy the
hand and started to walk toward the front door of the
prison with a big gate behind it. The prison had huge ails
with barbed wire on top of the walls. Ava was very cu ious.
"Is this prison?" she whispered.
Her mother said, "It sure is. But don't worry."

Once they finally got inside the prison gate there were
people standing everywhere waiting to see their loved,
ones. To the right stood a guard in his gray shirt and blpack
pants. The guard asked, "What's your name and who ate

you here to see?"
Ava spoke up proudly, "I'm here to see my Pappyl"
Her mother said, 'We're here to see my father, John
Gerholt" Without any further delay, the guard gave he
mother a pass to take to the sergeant in the building n xt
door. But before moving on, Jennifer had to sign their ame
in a big black book

As they proceeded through the door and walked along the
sidewalk, Ava kept looking at the huge walls that were
inside the prison. When they got inside, Ava said, "Mommy,
there are a lot of people in here."
People were sitting on benches all around the sides of big
room. There were several guards standing around,
watching the visitors and the prisoners.

Ava was still amazed. She kept looking at all the children
that were sitting around waiting to visit their loved ones. A
few of the little boys were reading books. Others were
standing on the benches. A few little girls were sleeping on
their mothers' shoulders. One little girl was sitting by
herself. Maybe, Ava thought, she was waiting to see her
Pappy, just like me.
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As Ava and her mother were waiting, the guard finally
called out their names. Jennifer took Ava by the hand. Akva
asked, "Are you scared, Mommy."
"No," she answered, "Why would you ask?"
Ava answered, "I'm a little bit scared."
Her mother replied, 'That's OK. I am too ... just a little. Ava
and Jennifer smiled at one another and continued to Lit.
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The guard inside the visiting room looked at Ava and hr
mother and then smiled. While she waited, Ava looked ut
of the window. She saw some birds out in the yard aloijg
with numerous benches. Ava said, 'Look Mommy! It's j st
like our yard with all the birds. Right, Mommy?"
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A few minutes later, An and her mother went into anorher
room. A man sat in the corner. Jennifer noticed that he Was
looking at his hands. His mind seemed to be somewhe
else. To Jennifer, he looked just as nervous as she and Ava
did. After all, he wasn't just Ava's Pappy, he was also
Jennifer's Dad. It had been years since the last time the'
had seen one another, although Ava didn't know that
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As Jennifer looked at Ava, she told her, "Sweetheart, over
there in the corner is your Pappy." Jennifer thought he
looked old and tired. But he was still her Dad. Ava took one
look at her Pappy, walked right up, hopped onto the chair in
front of him, and said, "I'm Ava Monroe and you're my
Pappy."
As he looked at his granddaughter for the first time, there
Were tears in his eyes. He said, "You look just like your
mother."
Ava started to laugh, and then smiled. She said, "Everybody
tells me that"
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Then Jennifer walked over and sat down beside Ava, 4cross
from her Dad. An said, "Mommy, this is my Pappy."
Her mother replied, "Yes, he is."
Then Ava's Pappy said to Jennifer, "Ws been a long finite
since we've talked."
She replied, "I've been pretty busy, working at the priion.
But I wanted Ava to meet her Pappy."
"Yes," he said, "It's really nice to finally meet my
granddaughter."
Then Ava spoke up, "Pappy, you live in such a big houiel
And did you know, I love you Pappy."
.
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Later in the afternoon Ava said, "Pappy, Mommy said We
can visit you again."
Her Pappy said, "I'd like that very much."
Ava was so happy to finally meet her Pappy she talked and
talked. Afterwards, he got up and took Ava into his arms,
giving her a big hug. ,Ava hung on to her Pappy, saying, I
love you Pappy."
Jennifer stood up and watched. Then she walked over t
hug them both. John was finding it hard to speak. Choking
back his emotions, he said to Ava, "I couldn't wait to m et
you, sweetheart. I love you both very much."
Ava's eyes lit up. She said, "You're my Pappy."
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On the way home, Ava told her mother, "I'm going to dfraw
Pappy a picture to make him happy. He can hang it up in his
house."
She used the crayons and paper that she had brought
for the trip. Ava then said, "I'm going to draw Pappy lo
out of his window waiting for me to visit him again, b
we're Poppy's family, right Mommy?" Then she said, "I
you Mommy for being with me and my Pappy.
Her mother said, "I love you, too. And your Poppy."
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John Lewis Gerholt, Sr. was born in Huntingdon, Pennsylvania on July 12, 1970. He grew up in
the Kistler/Mount Union area and graduated from Mount Union Area High School. Being very
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high school.
After graduation, he was a race car driver and worked construction. He continued to drive race
cars though out the years and prior to becoming incarcerated was the owner and operator of
Gerholt's Garage, which was also the home of K.R. Racing Inc. He is the father of six children
and the grandfather of one. He is also a member of the freemasons out of the Baltimore,
Maryland area as well as the Sergeant at Arms for the American Legion Post 107 in Mount
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During his 46 months of incarceration at the Bedford County Correctional Facility, he donated
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Humane Society.At SCI-Graterford, he makes donations when possible to the Holy Name
Society, the Support for Kids with Incarcerated Parents (S.K.I.P.) program, and the Veterans'
annual donation drive for winter clothing for the homeless veterans in the local areas.
John has written four books thus far. With his first book in 2014, being his autobiography called,
Surviving Life. Also in 2014, he started a children's series called, The Gerholt Kids. Then 2015,
He completed the second book to that series. in 2016, he completed his fourth book called,
Pappy Lives in the Big House. It was inspired and written for his granddaughter, An Monroe
whom he holds dear to his heart. He has become a Roman Catholic while at SCI-Graterford and
has been named 2014 Man of the Year. He is also fortunate enough to work in the Chapel.
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Inmate No. KR-8142
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P.O. Box 244
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children. Copy the form below.
John L. Gerholt, Sr.
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*** This address is for mailing of money orders
(money orders will still be accepted at the Florida lock box address until further notice)
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717 MARKET ST, STE 423
LEMOYNE, PA 17043-1581
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This service will allow the funds to be posted to inmate accounts electronically and result in
quicker access to the deposited funds. Money orders are not accepted at individual institutions.

Money Orders are to be made payable to

JPAY

Money order deposit slips MUST BE included with all money orders to avoid delay in posting to
inmate accounts.
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1. JPAY will accept ALL money orders. Funds will be processed within 48 business hours upon
RECEIPT by JPAY. Funds will be automatically deposited into inmate accounts each business
day as processed. LIMIT OF $999.99 PER MONEY ORDER
2. A Deposit Slip MUST be filled out and submitted with EVERY money order. Slips are available
at www.loav.com/monevorder.asox, visiting rooms and the DOC web page, www.cor.oa.sov.
3. ALL money order deposit slips MUST have the required information CLEARLY TYPED or
CLEARLY HANDWRITTEN in order for the funds to be posted to the inmate account:
(Illegible forms are subject to delay)
(Notice: If it cannot be determined who the money order belongs to, !PAY will hold funds until they can be verified.
For full Terms and Conditions of held funds please visit wwwipay.com for full disclosure.)

4. DO NOT include personal items when sending money orders. The lock box is for money
orders ONLY. Any personal items will be discarded.

